ARABS.     THE    EARLY    CALIPHATE           141

showed them a place where fording was sometimes possible,
and the famous Persian convert, Salman Pak, led the cavalry
into the water.* Horses and mares were sent in to cross
simultaneously, so that they might more readily follow one
another ; and all gained, the further side without loss. Accord-
ing to Muslim tradition, l one drinking jug was carried away
by the tide, but that was recovered'. The Persians fled and,
as company after company scrambled up the east bank, they
gazed in astonishment at the famous palace, with its great
hall of white marble rising above the town. Soon they were
wandering among the gorgeous pavilions of a court into which
for ages the East had poured its treasures. Gibbon pictures
how * the Arabs were suddenly enriched beyond the measure
of their hope or knowledge. Each chamber revealed a new
treasure, secreted with art or ostentatiously displayed; the
gold and silver, the various wardrobes and precious furniture,
surpassed the estimate of fancy or numbers. One of the apart-
ments of the palace was decorated with a carpet of silk, sixty
cubits in length and as many in breadth ; a paradise or garden
was pictured on the ground; the flowers, plants and shrubs
were imitated by the figures of the gold embroidery and the
colours of the precious stones; and the ample square was
circled by a variegated and verdant border. The Arabian
general persuaded his soldiers to relinquish their claim, in the
hope that the eyes of the Caliph would be delighted with the
splendid workmanship of nature and industry. Regardless of
the merit of art and the pomp of royalty, the rigid Omar
divided the prize among his brethren of Madinah ; the picture
was destroyed; but such was the intrinsic value of the mate-
rials that the share of Ali alone was sold for twenty thousand
drachms '.f

The great hall was at once adapted for divine worship, and
here the Friday ritual of the Muslim religion was celebrated
for the first time in Iraq.

After the fall of Ctesiphon, Nihavend and Persepolis,
Ispahan and Hamadan were easy stages in the subjugation

*It was Salman who virtually invented trench-warfare ^ when, in the
Prophet's lifetime, he suggested this method of defending Madinah,
It is his tomb which gives its name to -the modern village adjoining the
arch at Ctesiphon, His finely carved wooden sarcophagus has been
placed for safety in the Arab Museum in Baghdad.

f It is doubtful whether this story can be considered compatible with
the character of the orthodox Caliphs.